Hi all

Further to the very successful public meeting, the campaign to safeguard Hawick Fire Station continues to gather momentum.

Jed Valley Community Council has kindly provided a letter of support which will be included as part of the submission accompanying the petition. Should any other Community Councils be willing to provide a similar letter of support, it would be greatly appreciated and would help strengthen our case as we seek to have this decision reconsidered.

We would also be grateful if you could circulate the FBU petition throughout your local community and encourage as many people as possible to sign it.

Hard copies of the petition are available for communities where online access may be limited. If you would like copies for distribution in your area, please send me a postal address and I will arrange for these to be forwarded.

Link to the online petition:  https://c.org/CnBzfSvwGJ?sfnsn=scwspmo

Thank you for your continued support.


Regards
Kevin                                                                                                    Emma

Kevin Marsh                                                                                    Emma Clark
Vice-chair/Treasurer                                                                 Chair
Hawick Community Council                                                Burnfoot Community Council
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From: Enquiries Hawick Community Council 
Sent: 23 October 2026 18:34
To: Enquiries Hawick Community Council <enquiries@hawickcommunitycouncil.co.uk>; 'burnfootcommunitycouncil1@gmail.com' <burnfootcommunitycouncil1@gmail.com>
Subject: FW: Invitation to Public Meeting - Monday 26th October 2026

Hi All

I am forwarding the attached reminder regarding the important public meeting taking place at Hawick Town Hall on Monday, 26 October 2026, commencing at 6:30 pm.

If you have received this email and are located outside the Teviot & Liddesdale area, this follows a meeting with the FBU this evening, during which we were informed that the proposed downgrading of Hawick Fire Station will also have implications for fire cover within your area. As a result, we have added you to this distribution list to ensure you are aware of the meeting and its potential impact.

We encourage all those affected to attend.

ORGINAL EMAIL

Subject: Public Meeting Regarding the Downgrading of Hawick Community Fire Station

Dear All

On behalf of Hawick and Burnfoot Community Councils, we invite you and your respective local communities to attend a very important public meeting regarding the downgrading of Hawick Community Fire Station.

The meeting will take place on Monday, 26 October 2026, at Hawick Town Hall, commencing at 6:30 pm.

Please find attached a leaflet providing further information. In summary, the consultation undertaken led to a decision to downgrade Hawick from a full-time fire station to a Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm operating model. However, the approach now being pursued differs significantly from what was originally consulted upon. The proposed nucleus cover from Galashiels is no longer being provided, and the operational arrangements now being implemented are not those that were presented during the consultation process. In effect, the goalposts have changed.

Notwithstanding our view that the decision to downgrade Hawick should never have been taken in the first place, the current proposals do not reflect the basis on which the consultation was conducted. For this reason, the Fire Brigades Union (FBU) has asked Hawick and Burnfoot Community Councils to facilitate a public meeting to discuss these concerns and consider the appropriate response.

While many may feel that the decision has already been made, this does not mean that nothing can be done. Strong and visible public opposition can still influence the outcome. We therefore ask that your Community Council is represented at the meeting and that you encourage as many members of your local community as possible to attend. Together, we can send a clear message to the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service that our communities do not accept what many see as a dangerous reduction in fire cover that could place lives at risk.

We look forward to welcoming you on the evening of 26 October 2026.

Regards

Kevin Marsh                                                                    Emma Clarke
Vice-chair & Treasurer                                              Chair
Hawick Community Council                                Burnfoot Community Council



Hawick Community Council

This e-mail and any attachments are for the intended addressee(s) only and may contain proprietary, confidential and/or legally privileged material. If you are not a named addressee, do not use, retain, copy or disclose any part of this communication or any attachment as it is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. This email is not guaranteed to be free from viruses and we have no liability for any virus which may be transferred via this email.  You are advised to take your own steps to protect against viruses. Unless this email's content expresses the contrary, this communication is not intended to create or modify any contract or obligation.  This email may be a personal communication from the sender and as such does not represent the views of Hawick Community Council

