 Newcastleton and District Community Council
Minutes of Meeting 
Tuesday 13th October 2026

	1
	Welcome to community council members, 10 members of the public, Cllr Watson McAteer, Kelly Hollings from Kielder wildcat project and Martin Page from Forestry Land Scotland.  Apologies received from Cllr Annette Smart, CC members Xander Hutchins and Keith Brough and PC Allan Patterson


	2
	There were no declarations of interest


	3
	Minutes of last meeting was agreed; proposed by Sarah Oliver, seconded by Shane Mitchinson


	4
	Presentations
a) Kielder wildcat Project.  Kelly Hollings talked the meeting through the plans made so far and work still to do before any decision will be made on reintroduction.  European Wildcats were last seen in Northumberland some 170 years ago. Areas for reintroduction have been identified, this is based on available food and location away from areas of conflict.  The full presentation is available to view.  Kelly thanked by the CC for her insightful talk.
b) Borderlands 7 Stanes Project.  Martin Page the regional visitor services manager talked the group through the vision and planning for three new bike routes through the Newcastleton Forest. He also discussed the plans for the Priest Hill car park.  The full presentation is available to view. Chair asked why, when the routes already there have been closed due to storm damage for years, when the pond route is unusable due to dangerous bridges, they are talking about new routes? A discussion on the availability of suitable and approved contractors ensued.  The approved contractors being based to the north and always seem to have something nearer to them that needs doing.  MOP from Rock UK asked if they had local contractors on their approved list.  FLS will talk to Rock UK about this.  CC member SO asked if they could plan routes through less mature parts of the forest so not affected by felling or storm damage so much?  The upgrade to the car park was discussed. The planning application will be submitted Oct/Nov 26 with a 2027 completion in mind.  FLS plan a drop in event for local community, businesses and key stakeholders around Feb 27.  Concern expressed that locals who have walked the area and used the car park for years will suddenly be expected to pay for parking.  Martin talked about how this work is funded, a framework for community investment. Martin was thanked for attending and we look forward to hearing more. 

	
	

	5
	Police Reports 
a) Hawick & Hermitage Newsletter, is available online against this months agenda
b) Community Police Report was read by chair and is similarly available
c) CCTV Report was read by chair.  Available online, see October agenda


	6
	Matters arising

a) Ettleton and Castleton cemeteries.  Cllr WM advised the issue with quotes for this work has been resolved and work will begin very soon. 
b) Tour de France.  Chair met with SBC recently. The final route will be confirmed on 22nd October.  There is talk of funding for a fan zone and the CC needs to put together a plan, this has to factor in expected music festival numbers and perhaps a concert.  A meeting between trust, CC and music festival is planned for 20th October
c) Place Plan.  Secretary advised that analysis of the survey and feedback gained at the Holm Show stand is still being analysed.  SBC have been approached once more for funding to support this and the writing of the plan. 



	7
	Public forum/Community issues: 

a) Douglas Square; SBC have approached Visit Scotland and have secured a 5-figure sum to draw up plans for the square. CC has already met with SBC and advised on what we want to do.  We are now awaiting those plans which we will review once we have and then split the development up into stages with costings. SBC to then go back to visit Scotland and apply for another sum of money to carry out the works that may or may not cover the full cost.

	
8

	
Planning 

a) Removal of holiday lodge and erection of holiday day lodge unit, 27 Alder Holm Whithaugh Park Holiday Accommodation Newcastleton Scottish Borders, Ref. No: 26/01435/FUL. No issues. 
b) Peatland restoration work, Land At Langholm Moor Roan Fell North West Of Newcastleton Scottish Borders, Ref. No: 26/01315/PN. No issues
c) 



	9
	Flood group report.  SBC have employed a consultant to draw up plans for flood defences across 3 towns in the borders of which one is Newcastleton. Full plans will be drawn up including all additional documentation that is required such as EAI assessments. The idea is that once funding becomes available from the Scottish government then everything will be ready to go and Newcastleton will be best placed to be first off the shelf.


	10
	Consultations/correspondence: 

a) Explore South of Scotland, latest edition available here
https://exploresouthscotland.aflip.in/49c0c538bc.html 


	11
	AOB:  
a) MOP - The caravan opposite the Olive Tree is still there.  Cllr WM has asked for a photo to be sent to him
b) MOP – there is a pipe to the north of the river that has been seen emptying what looks like dirty water into the river.
c) Cllr WM advised of concerns regarding local government changes



	12
	There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2045.  The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 10th November 2026 at 1900.

	
	



