 Newcastleton and District Community Council
Minutes
Tuesday 8th September 2026

	1
	The meeting was opened at 1900, chair welcomed all members of the CC, PC Patterson, Cllr Annette Smart, Vikki Pounder of the flood group and 6 members of the public.
Apologies have been received from Cllr Watson McAteer.  Rob Irwin has stood down from the community council.  Chair thanked him for his hard work over the years; this was echoed by all CC members.  Chair noted that we are now down to 6 CC members.  The minimum number for our area is 5 so we are in need of new members.


	2
	There were no declarations of interest


	3
	Minutes of last meeting were agreed as accurate, proposed by KB and seconded by SO


	4
	Police Reports 

a) Hawick & Hermitage Newsletter is available online.
b) Community Police Report was read by PC Patterson and is available online.  Noted there had been vandalism at Whitrope, graffiti had been sprayed.  The villages ‘gold standard’ CCTV had been put into use once again to aid police. 
c) CCTV Report is available online and was read by KB. Maintenance is due for the system this month and will result in CCTV not being available for a few hours.  Maintenance is being undertaken by the installing company. 

	
	

	5
	Place plan update was provided by FN.  Following the survey in May, the consultants put together a draft plan.  This was displayed in the craft tent at the Holm Show.  
We asked, is there anything we missed?  Lots of specific suggestions made, that have the beginnings of projects written all over them!
We displayed the proposed pavilion upgrade for the Trust as this would be dependent on the plan as development of the golf course. The feedback was very good. 
We are starting to collate and analyse our data now. 
In the main, people want to see more outdoor activities, more for youth and more to aid tourism.  Dark skies for the area are also favoured. Which will extend tourism to the village into winter. Improvement to pathways and, of course, kerbside recycling of glass!
One person asked why there was no new housing mentioned in the draft.  This is mainly due to the development boundary which is in the SBC planning. But, also because of the flood risk to the village, we will not be allowed to have new housing on the flood plain.  We have only one road through the village, it can flood at both ends and so emergency vehicles cannot get to us. Fire engines, if needed to support ours, cannot get over the moor.  



	6
	Matters arising

a) Ettleton and Castleton cemeteries. Work is due to start about now on path and handrail.
b) Horses using cattle grid gates.  SO advised that due to the dry weather, the gates are behaving again.  A wheel has been put on one gate to help it move.  
c) Tour de France.  Recent meetings have taken place, and a slide pack is now available online to show progress.  We have asked about decorations.  Bunting of any colour, even yellow, is welcomed.  If over the road it has to be more than 5metres high.  We cannot use the Tour de France logo.  The road of the day one route will close from the time of the race start; this will NOT be a rolling closure.  Whilst we are sure local supermarkets and posties etc will be aware, best not to order for delivery on Friday 2nd July 2027.  We have all been asked to get and use cow bells and any other noise makers on the day.  So, if you want to do this, get ordering now before everyone runs out!
d) Speed sign south of the village is not working and is on the list for repair with SBC.
e) Street cleaning feedback has been asked for again but so far no response, FN will try again


	7
	Public forum/Community issues: 

a) Community benefit fund for this year and into next will be curtailed for general requests as Newcastleton needs much tidying up ready for the millions who will be watching us on TV next year.  CCTV also needs regular maintenance with SBC advising there is no funding available this will have to be from CBF money. 
b) Bottle bank is noted as a council wide problem and started with the Scottish govts decision to introduce a glass bottle deposit scheme.  This was a year ahead of the UK govt plan.  A reduced need for glass recycling banks which are owned by Biffa meant our bank was reduced.  Now with the broken one we are 2 down, this adds to the messy problem.  The head of dept at SBC has this at the top of his list to resolve.  


	
8

	Planning 

a) Hartsgarth windfarm: Updated scoping response. Documents online and read by chair.  
b) 26/01239/FUL Dykehead North Hermitage Street Newcastleton, Alterations and extension to dwellinghouse.  CC members have no issues. 


	9
	Flood group report.  VP advised there had been no meeting since the last CC meeting.  They had received a letter from Tollbar Cottage asking for more sandbags on the corner.  As advised by SBC and SEPA when the current ones were installed. Any more would divert water to other properties and not save Tollbar.  Occupant has been informed. 


	10
	Consultations/correspondence: 

a) Cable recycling in BH email online and Trust advise the boxes for recycling are being made and will be in situ soon. 
b) Changes to car park charging – email online.  This is for Hawick and other towns


	11
	AOB:  
a) Contractors working on the substation in the park have said they know nothing about reinstating the path.  Chair raised enquiry with SPEN Ref number 02096628.  And, had an answer! 
Good Afternoon
Thank you for your enquiry
Once jointing works are complete, SPEN will instruct the contractor to begin reinstatement works, which will be carried out on a like-for-like basis.
b) Is the fencing around the park to be reinstated?  No answer yet
c) Solar Panels on village rooves.  CC has been asked to write to SBC planning in support of houses in the village having solar panels installed.  We are very happy to assist and will write.  AS has also written in support of them.
d) MOP advised they had been written to by the Caravan and Motorhome Club as Clark Leap House has applied to have a certified location site.  Access was discussed and FN agreed to contact CAMC to discuss
e) MOP advised that during the recent cycling even when roads around Rock UK were closed, he was walking by Dykecrofts where quite a few campervans were sited.  He saw more than one occupant tip the contents of a cassette toilet into the nearby ditch. Rock UK to be informed. 
f) Dog fouling is still a problem.  The village has CCTV so if you see it happen, please report it.  The operators will endeavour to find the owners so they can receive their £80 fine. 


	12
	There being no further business, chair closed the meeting at 2015.  The next meeting will be Tuesday 13th October 2026 at 7pm.

	
	



