 Newcastleton and District Community Council
Minutes
Tuesday 11th August 2026

	1
	Meeting opened at 1900, chair welcomed members of the community council, elected members Cllr Watson McAteer, Cllr Annette Smart, flood group John Scott, and 5 members of the public.  Apologies received from Sarah Oliver and Cllr Jane Cox.  PC Patterson did not attend.


	2
	There were no declarations of interest


	3
	Minutes of last meeting were agreed as accurate. Proposed by Keith Brough, seconded by Rob Irwin. 


	4
	Police Reports 

a) Hawick & Hermitage Newsletter is available online. 
b) Community Police Report was not submitted
c) CCTV Report is available online and was read by Keith Brough. One late addition was a report of possible fly tipping as two mattresses had been found at the side of the road.  Investigation still ongoing to see if deliberate or something had fallen from a vehicle. 

	
	

	5
	Work is ongoing to display Newcastletons place plan survey findings at the Holm show at the end of this month. We will be glad to hear of any further suggestions on the day and, if you are a member of a group in the village, we need to meet you to make sure your plans are in the place plan!


	6
	Matters arising

a) Financing and village improvements. 1 CCTV camera is out of action; the rest of the estate urgently needs maintenance.  SBC have been approached but say there is no available funding.  As the CCTV is key to keeping this isolated village safe, and as the quoted cost is running into 4 figures. Chair stated that funding to bring it back to a good working order will need to come from the community benefit fund whilst other funding options are explored.  Therefore, there will be no more submissions accepted for funding in September 2026, March and September 2027.  The CC will decide on submissions for March 2028 at a later date.

b) Ettleton and Castleton cemeteries.  RI reported there was hope for a start date this month but, there are now problems with the plans for the path, and a start date now looks to be September.  RI thanked WM and SBC for funding money from the small schemes fund.  Chair thanked RI for his efforts getting this across the line and also thanked our elected councillors for the help.  It was noted that SBC officers seem to have no process for dealing with such work.  Commented that they do have a process but in this instance have failed miserably to follow it.  WM asked chair to document all difficulties faced so this could be addressed.

c) Horses using cattle grid gates. Sarah not attended, no update available.
 
d) Street cleaning feedback.  FN advised she had emailed SBC asking for feedback on the sweepers ease of operation now we had informed the village of dates. Also noted that she had asked for Under Burnmouth to be swept along with the northern part of Hermitage St where grass was thick against the kerbstones but had so far received no response. WM and AS asked her to chase and include them.

e) Tour de France. Looking ahead to the CCR and music festival dates next year, some felt we could have two good weekends instead of one manic one.  Noted that this is probably too late to do anything about it as much of next year’s music festival accommodation has been booked already and, our music festival may clash with another one if we move it.  Also suggested that a point person is needed to contact other groups and sell the village.  This will be done during and shortly after the Holm Show.  Tour de France operators are looking for volunteers to help on the day and have put a request out there, disappointingly, there are so far no takers in the village.  

f) CC members agreed and signed the code of conduct with the exception of absent member SO.  SO subsequently agreed to the code of conduct and has signed

g) Speed sign south of the village has not been fixed. Chair has chased

h) Borders Railway, discussion on how the make the old route the route of choice.  D&G are making representation to have the line installed along the A7.  The Historical Railways Estate look after over 3000 structures and assets for the Dept for Transport and planning has already been refused in the village on the grounds of preserved railway land.  Part of Scotlands milestones is the Borders decarbonisation and with a regular bus route on the A7 and nothing here (but historical estate) we should be well placed to present a good account of why the railway should come back to Newcastleton.  This needs a focus group too and should be part of our place plan


	7
	Public forum/Community issues: 

a) CBF – see item 6a



	8
	Planning 

a) Windfarms: noted that the application for turbines at Teviothead has been withdrawn.  This now brings into doubt the need for the substation at Whitrope and indeed the whole CBC as the ‘S’ shape was to pick up three large windfarms.  Hartsgarth has no date for connection
b) Alteration to Bank Douglas Square Newcastleton to flat. Ref. No: 26/01014/FUL  Received: Mon 06 Jul 2026.  No objections from CC


	9
	Flood Group Report is available online and details the 3 stages of repair to the bank. Stage 1 has been completed.  Stage 2 is best served by using rock bags but the cost is huge.  SBC has been asked to help by the trust.  Trust advised that after the Holm show locking posts will be installed to stop vehicular traffic further degrading the track.  The path by the show ground has been moved and will be permanent.  Date of next flood group meeting TBA.


	10
	Consultations/correspondence: 

a)  CC’s requesting meeting with SBC councillors. Unified statement on renewables. CC agreed the letter could be sent. 
b)  CC have been invited to the Heritage Centre to view improvements.  Possible date of either 25/8 15/9 or 22/9 to be confirmed by XH.
c) update on CBC.  As 8a above. 
  


	11
	AOB:  

a) Duster is retiring soon; grass cutting needs to be reviewed/improved.  Future plans to be discussed. 
b) A MOP emailed chair that the transformer being built at the back of their property was a surprise, they had received no notice. 
c) Chip van that wanted to trade out the back of the Trap had licencing issues so didn’t happen. 
d) Last but by no means least.  A huge thank you to Nicola Adamson for painting the village signs.  They look fantastic!!  Thank you again Nicola. 


	12
	There being no further business, the  chair brought the meeting to a close at 8.26pm.  Date of next meeting, Tuesday 8th September 7pm

	
	



