 Newcastleton and District Community Council
Minutes
Tuesday 9th  June 2026

	1
	Chair opened meeting at 1900. Welcomed all CC members, Cllr McAteer, John Scott (FG) and 9 members of the public.  Apologies received from PC Allan, Cllrs Smart and Cox.


	2
	Declarations of interest: None


	3
	Minutes of last meeting agreed as accurate but noted by RI that we didn’t thank Charlie Hill of Oxygen Conservation enough for the excellent job he arranged on the Whisgills road.  Thanks were echoed by the whole CC.


	4
	Police Reports 

a) Hawick & Hermitage Newsletter: Not received
b) Community Police Report is available online and was read by chair
c) CCTV Report is available online and was read by KB.  CC thanked Keith for his work on CCTV, especially at the moment as it looks we are the rat run for criminals.  Maintenance of CCTV needs to be formalised, also chair feels ANPR cameras would be very useful. Cllr McAteer noted that suspicious vehicles pinged on an ANPR camera would need an almost immediate police presence to be useful.

	
	

	5
	Newcastleton place plan: FN updated, a meeting will be held with Paul Hogarths and volunteers on the 23rd of June to discuss and analyse the survey responses.  This will help decide on the focus for the plan.  First draft will be exhibited at the Holm Show, in one of the tents.  Cllr McAteer stressed the need for local development plan (LDP) and housing to be a focus to assist in raising and stabilising school numbers.


	6
	Matters arising

a) Financing and village improvements. CC happy with financial statements, chair will send to an accountant to be checked and verified. 
b) Ettleton and Castleton cemeteries.  RI spoke with Carol Cook at SBC, property and maintenance have some money but not much.  CC had already discussed using CBF money, but Foundation Scotland needed to be asked for clarity.  If we could fund it we could use our own contractors, again this needed clarification.  MOP asked where the money for plots etc goes? Unsure.  Action plan formulated: get the plans, CC go to tender for both path and handrail, check on possibility of CBF money.  There is a community enhancement fund, but Cllr McAteer thinks there is nothing in it.            
c) Horses using cattle grid gates. No update
d) Street cleaning feedback. SBC was emailed after sweeping to see if driver noticed any difference/ improvement, no response as yet.  MOP at meeting stated there had been good feedback from the village but more notice was needed.  FN to take this back to SBC.
e) Tour de France. Using the TdF as part of a need to improve the village infrastructure, John Curry SBC Roads had a walk around the centre with CC and trust members and also Greg Cuthbert.  Following the walk around, the plan is to revisit the previous attempt to upgrade Douglas Square, also the pavements and some roads as per the email from John to chair (read out) CC thanked Greg for his help in this matter. 



	7
	Public forum/Community issues: 

a) Newcastleton Primary School class numbers.  Mike Allan from Friends of Newcastleton School spoke to update CC on meeting with SBC and Cllrs recently.  The reduction from 3 to 2 composite classes has been challenged.  They have sought a legal perspective of large composite classes, and the next action is to get media attention.  SBC are just following a process, which we feel will not be beneficial to the pupils.  There was general derision in the meeting at Cllr Pirone’s suggestion we put a sign up in the square advertising that we have a school in the village.  She obviously has no idea we are a conservation area!
b) Bottle bank is in a bad state again.  Cllr Smart is trying to find out if they have to be on council land.  Decided to put additional signage re fly tipping and CCTV around the area.  Main message is, if the bottle bank is full take your bottles back home and make sure you put the bottles IN the banks.  Also, this is not an area for any other rubbish, no matter how recyclable it is as SBC contractor Biffa can only uplift from the banks.  Biffa have had some vehicle breakdowns, when this happens a collection is missed.  Everyone is encouraged to tell SBC if the bottle banks are full



	8
	Planning 

a) Windfarms: Chair updated on some in scope.  He wrote to EDF for an update. Teviothead is in a legal back and forth.  Pinesburn has applied for an additional 4 turbines.  Noted that 28% of CBF went to Borders College which is now closed, where does that money go now?  Ditcher Law appeal was rejected by the reporter and is now going to a judicial review. 
b) Installation of ASHP to North elevation, 29 North Hermitage Street. 6/00740/FUL.  No objections. 


	9
	Flood Group Report:  John Scott advised the trust is engaged in riverside work, this will take 3 stages. Stage 1, North of the green bridge, footpath erosion, the path will be diverted into the field, and the bank will be reinforced. Stage 2, the large island has been removed and the banking sloped. This will stop the water hitting the opposite banking with force.  Stage 3, use gravel from south of Holm Bridge to fill bags and use to reinforce banking.   It was noted that the road is currently not suitable for horseboxes etc at the Holm show but, the first concern is music festival campers at the beginning of July.  Trust will deal


	10
	Consultations/correspondence: 

a)  Openreach build presentation to CC.  Openreach person could not attend, provided slides which are available online and were handed out to the meeting participants 
b)  Copshaw community clean up Tuesday 23rd of June at 10am.  There is a new date, Tuesday 16th June at 1000 ay Buccleuch House
c)  Community Council Convention.  FN updated with email from Bob Hope on next steps, these are available online
d)  Forest policy group survey.  Anyone can complete this survey, not just CC


	11
	AOB:  
Caravan at Auld Bridge Farm.  SBC contacted, this is with the enforcement team.  The reasons for refusal of planning were given as; preservation of the Waverley Line track, nearness to the road and so is a road safety issue, ad hoc building on a greenfield site when no building has been there previously. 

Noted the speed sign at the south of the village isn’t working 

CC have been invited to the Heritage Centre to view improvements


	12
	Chair thanked everyone for attending and noted, as there was no further business, the meeting ended at 2040. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 11th August 1900.

	
	



