Newcastleton and District Community Council
Minutes
Tuesday 14th April 2026

	1
	Acting Chair Rob Irwin opened the meeting at 1900, chair Jim Lewis is away for a business meeting.  In attendance were Fiona Nugent, Keith Brough, Shane Mitchinson, Xander Hutchins, Sarah Oliver, Cllrs Watson McAteer and Annette Smart.  Flood Group rep Vicky, 6 members of the community.  Apologies from Cllr Jane Cox still recovering from surgery, the community council send good wishes for a speedy recovery.


	2
	Declarations of interest: None


	3
	Minutes of last meeting: Agreed as accurate by Keith Brough, seconded by Xander Hutchins


	4
	Police Reports 

a) Hawick & Hermitage Newsletter is available online
b) Community Police Report, not recieved
c) CCTV Report: online and read by Keith Brough.  Dog fouling discussed and minuted at 7

	
	

	5
	Newcastleton place plan.  Fiona Nugent advised having successfully granted funding, consultants Paul Hogarth had been engaged to take us initially to a draft place plan.  A full update is available via this months agenda. Short version is a village survey will be open for three weeks from 27th April, during this period we will he hosting a drop in for the village at Buccleuch House on Saturday 9th May where everyone can come and expand on ideas for the village.  Once the survey closes Paul Hogan will analyse the results with the community council being updated WC 25th May.  We urgently need people with an interest in what this village will be looking like in 10 to 20 years to volunteer to bring this together.  Three volunteers immediately stepped forward.  Huge thank you to Greg, Pauline and Gillian.  Also the Clatter who will play their part in informing and publicising our progress. Look out for posters and more information on the website and Facebook. 


	6
	 Matters arising

a) Ettleton and Castleton cemeteries: Carole Cook of SBC has been in contact re the path needed for mourners and pall bearers.  No update from BE on the road.  Noted that tourists come to the village as part of the Elliot clan and visit the cemeteries and monument,  we do not want them to become an embarrassment.  Discussion on the role of the keeper and his job description as paths at Castleton are weed bound and full of moss.  It won’t take much to have someone slip.  Carole Cook will be contacted again re this.  It was also noted that despite repeated requests to provide some kind of timetable for the road sweeper so we can move cars, this hasn’t happened.
Cllr McAteer can provide a list of key people for the Clatter, so we all know who to complain to.  
b) Whisgills:  Neither Rica nor Charlie from OC able to attend but emailed secretary.  We are still in discussions with FLS at the moment and have another meeting set up for the 23rd April where we will hopefully come to a collective decision and works can begin to repair the track.

c) Horses using cattle grid gates.  No update from SBC
d) Tour de France 2027 (TdF).  Chair Jim has a meeting with John Currie in the next week to discuss preparations in the village. More later. 
e) Community Council Convention.  Secretary will attend the second meeting at Moffatt Town Hall to sign the convention on behalf of the community council.



	7
	 Public forum/Community issues: 

a)  SPEN village update.  Properties directly affected by any outage during the upgrade have been contacted directly by SPEN but no dates given yet for the work.  One affected householder has been told this is scheduled for May sometime. Ongoing
b) Glass recycling point.  Firstly, with the Tour de France coming through the village the location of the bottle bank means we risk the area becoming a tip not just for bottles.  When the containers are full its an eyesore.  SBC are going to move it at our request.  The meeting agreed that the council yard behind the surgery is the best place.  There are two laybys and one suggestion of having holes in the fence with tubes to the containers, so everything is off the street. Meeting agreed a poll of the village was needed.  Ongoing
c) Dog poo.  Fouling seems to have increased again. One person seen on CCTV watching their dog poo outside The Trap and then walking off and leaving it.  This is a criminal offence and the offender’s moment on CCTV has been sent to PC Patterson for further action. Cllr McAteer said SBC are considering decriminalising parking to pay for community wardens, who would also fine people for not picking up poo.  Agreed more posters are needed on Hermitage St.  Also around the Polysport as it has been noted that people collecting or dropping off at the InPost Lockers can let dogs run around the football field unchecked. 


	8
	 Planning 

a) Windfarms: No updates
b) 26/00498/CLPU. Blackburn Farm Cottage Blackburn Newcastleton Scottish Borders TD9 0TX. Change of use to dwellinghouse to form short term let.  OC emailed. We have put in a change of use application for the cottage at Blackburn. We're keeping our options open at the moment as we are moving into an active restoration phase at the estate which means we are more and more going to need temporary accommodation for estate staff and contractors, but also this may allow us to explore ecotourism as an option on the estate.  Chair also reminded the meeting that objections should be to SBC and not the CC.



	9
	Flood Group Report: No meeting lately, no update. 


	10
	Consultations/correspondence: 

a) Entries open for 2026 Greener Gateway Awards.  Available online, secretary to forward to school for info. 
b) Review of Financial Support to Community Councils.  Available online. This includes a call for nominations from CC, to be discussed in closed session. It was asked if we have the same set up as England, no.
c) SBC Council motion on Energy --including on Community benefit.  Cllr McAteer was asked if  the meeting he chaired was about the proposal by Jenny Linahan on the CBF’s and impact on some CCs by construction traffic when they get nothing from the pot.  He stated the subject was where CCs are offered a stake but don’t take it up, it should go to the council. Chair made his point of view that impact was not sited equitably so funding shouldn’t be sent to SBC to dole out.  WM said SBC don’t and have never wanted CBF administration or ownership


	11
	AOB:  
a) Copshaw crafters are geared up for community projects and want to construct lots of yellow bunting for the CCR this year, with refinements for next year when it coincides with the TdF.  CCR have donated £300 for tape and material, Copshaw crafters have asked for £200 of village pride funds to make up the difference.  CC agreed to this. 
b) Years ago, a flower group was set up in the village and everyone started displaying hanging baskets.  It was agreed this is a good idea to get going again.  Cllr Smart suggested we check on the conservation aspect before publicising.  Sec will contact SBC.  Use of weedkiller was also discussed; Cllr Smart advised a report on what is acceptable to use in the streets is imminent. 
c) Xander commented that parking by the roadside causes blind spots when trying to get out of side roads.  Could this be part of the place plan, yes.  Cllr Smart then advised that conservation areas are being reviewed within SBC and asked the theoretical question.  With the rise in renewable tech - solar panels are, in reality, a temporary structure and will be replaced one day soon with something better such as solar collecting roof tiles – do we want Newcastleton to remain a conservation area?  This could be part of the place plan and a poll of the village is needed. 


	12
	There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2036.  The next Meeting will be  Tuesday 12th May at 1900

	
	



