Newcastleton and District Community Council
Minutes
Tuesday 10th March 2026

	1
	Chair opened the meeting at 1900, welcomed all CC members, Cllrs Watson McAteer and Annette Smart, Sgt Grainger Police Scotland, and 26 members of the community.


	2
	No declarations of interest


	3
	Minutes of last meeting: agreed as accurate, proposed by RI and seconded by XH

	4
	Police Reports 

a) Hawick & Hermitage Newsletter: is available online
b) Community Police Report: read by Sgt Grainger.  MOP asked her if the 7 towns recently reported as receiving CCTV had this funded?  If so why could Newcastleton not get some maintenance monies as the installation was funded by the community.  She advised that this had been raised previously but we should write to SBC.  Police asked to support our request as we are constantly referred to as the ‘gold standard’ for community CCTV use.
c) CCTV Report: is online,  Keith once again thanked for his work for the community

	
	

	5
	Newcastleton place plan.  The CC are applying for funding to cover the cost of engaging a consultant to take us through the initial stages to a draft place plan.  We hope to have this in place by the Holm Show. 


	6
	 Matters arising

a) Ettleton and Castleton cemeteries: a good meeting took place with SBC’s Carol Cooke.  It would cost around £70k for a path to be installed and some headstones would need to be moved.  Another option mooted was a path going centrally and then right through the cemetery.  The road has been patched by SBC but no agreement on road resurfacing yet.  Angela Lockerby had planned to meet with SBC and BE but this didn’t go ahead due to scheduling mix up.  Cllr WM is sending CC details on grave reuse as reported in the news recently.
b) Tinnisburn bridge to Underburnmouth and general policing.  A meeting with police took place immediately prior to this meeting where we had been informed that speed limit roundels in the road along with dragons teeth markings just prior to the start of the 40mph limit.  Confirmed at that meeting there were no intentions to change the limit from 40mph
c) Whisgills:  Update by Hartsgarth.  Oxygen Conservation and FLS are still unpicking title and legal observations, this should be finished by the next meeting
d) Horses using cattle grid gates.  This has been raised but no update yet, CC will liaise with Cllr WM
e) Recycling. Spar now has battery recycling.  No update on Costcutters 


	7
	 Public forum/Community issues: 

a) Community Benefit Fund (CBF): funding has been requested by the following groups:
· Music Festival - £2500 to cover cost of toilets x 8, these along the riverside and in the park
· Innov8 – £992 to fund summer activities for the kids, Go Ape, swimming etc.  
· Polysport - £1000 to allow the all-weather pitch to be professionally cleaned.  Recent flooding has made it dirty and unable to drain water through.  This will prolong the life of the turf and make playing sports cleaner and safer. 
· Heritage Association - £1200 to clean and repaint the front of the centre.  Discussed the front area and details of the unpaid work team sent.
· RBL - £300 to purchase large poppies for the village.  These are for remembrance weekend but will need to be purchased prior to September.  Also discussed the monument upgrading and having to parade through wet grass on remembrance Sunday.  
· Newcastleton School Partnership - £350 to purchase ducks for a duck race.  Also kit for hook a duck so they could be rented out and raise more funds. 
· Copshaw Crafters - £500 to cover cost of hiring church hall and some basic crafting kit.  Recently started, the crafter numbers are now over 25 each week. 
· Elliot Trust - £500 to aid young villagers going to college and university

b) Five trees growing out of the Holm bridge.  This has been reported to SBC and is in hand
c) Tour de France 2027.  CC has requested a meeting with John Currie of SBC.  Cllr WM met with him and reported he is getting together a team to coordinate events and works in the run up to July 27.  In the meantime, a suggestion box will be in BH,  this is not just for suggestions but more importantly, offers of help.


	8
	 Planning 

a) Windfarms:
b) 6/00251/FUL installation of solar panels 12 South Liddle St, no CC objections


	9
	Flood Group Report: 
a) Flood risk management plan.  FG minutes are online, they have also provided thoughts on the plan for the survey.  CC will compile and complete this. 


	10
	Consultations/correspondence: 

a) 50mph trial feedback request.  Consensus was, as there is no policing, there is no point lowering the speed limit
b) Unpaid Work Service.  This will be put up on Live Newcastleton for any group wanting to ask for support
c) Borders Railway business case update.  This is available online
d) Carlisle Stages: Rally stopover in Douglas Sq. this is available online, main gist is the cars will stop over in the village around 1900 to allow us to take a look at the rally cars. 


	11
	AOB:  

a) Solar Panels on houses in the village.  Resident has been told to move panels from roof as they breach planning.  Cllr AS advised that as solar panels are temporary (one day soon an improved way of collecting solar power such as tiles) the need for them to not be on the street is being reviewed.  CC noted the nonsense of not allowing panels facing the street, when the back of the building may be ok but its actually facing another street.
b) Over the next couple of months, SPEN will be upgrading some power lines in the village and installing a new transformer at the park.  Full information will be available on Live Newcastleton and Copshaw Community Facebook page.
c) Charlie Hill of Oxygen Conservation is holding an open day on the estate Saturday 21st March between 1000 and 1500.  If you are interested in taking a look at the conservation work being done, pop along between these times.



	12
	There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 2025. The CC then held a closed meeting to discuss community benefit funding.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 14th April at 7pm.

	
	



