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Hartsgarth Windfarm .. Scoping 
Response from Newcastleton and District Community Council (NDCC) 
 
 
Justification 
NDCC rejects the justification of the windfarm at Hartsgarth. Currently, the Liddesdale valley 
is being inundated with applications for windfarms that are not justified. This is born out in 
the fact that NESO has a CP30 capacity for 2035 of 21,200 MW for Scotland and windfarms 
already in operation or planning having been granted exceed this figure at 28,225MW. 
NDCC therefore sees no justification in further windfarm development. Additional windfarm 
development over and above this figure would result in more electricity having to be 
exported to other areas of the country via transmission lines at additional costs to the 
consumer. 
 
Viewpoints 
NDCC are disappointed with the view points submitted in scoping. Hermitage castle, a site of 
historical importance where Mary Queen of Scots stayed, has no viewpoint submitted. 
Public benches are often included in scoping as viewpoints and NDCC would require the 
following to be submitted as additional viewpoints.  

●​ Walters seat, grid reference 4792 88413 
●​ Breathing space bench, grid reference 48677 87348 

The current viewpoints are taken from an advantageous angle being to the East of the 
Hermitage valley and these are somewhat protected by the rising ground. Additional 
viewpoints should be secured to the west of the Hermitage valley. Historical or points of 
importance have been ignored as mentioned, most notably Hermitage castle, but NDCC 
would also like to see additional viewpoints from  

●​ Redheugh [seat of the Elliot clan], grid reference 48798 89541 
●​ Belashiels [Ancient settlement], grid reference 50913 89198 

The line drawings currently submitted are not of high enough quality. Although some 
additional windfarms have been added for cumulative effect, NDCC requests that all 
windfarms that are in planning or scoping are submitted showing a full 360. The List of 
developments that we would like to see included would be all those in Scoping and 
The TEC register with a potential Grid connection. 

●​ Pines Burn 
●​ Cliffhope 
●​ Liddesdale (3 sites) 
●​ Windy Edge 
●​ Teviot 
●​ Mid Hill 

 
Current line drawings when taken from a viewpoint elevation above the windfarm show the 
line drawings against a dark background and the turbines in a dark colour almost 
camouflaging the turbines. This will not be the case as the turbines will be a stark white 
colour against a dark background and will be easy to spot.  



NDCC requests that additional viewpoints to include all developments within the 
Liddesdale area and a computer generated 360 view are added and the  
“camouflaging” of turbines on any line drawing is removed.  
 
Residential Visual Amenity Assessment 
The developers have taken the decision to limit this to only 2 km. Without speculating there 
is good reason for them to take this decision, however this guidance is now out dated as it 
was guidance when tip heights rarely exceeded 125 Metres. The developers are looking to 
use a tip height of 220 metres. Therefore, as other developers in the locality have already 
done so, should extend the RVAA to 3 km. This would take in the whole of Newcastleton 
which sits currently approximately 2.5 km from the development. Newcastleton is a planned 
village dating from the 18th Century and sits within a conservation area.  
NDCC requests that the RVAA is extended to 3 km. 
 
EIA (Environmental Impact assessment) for Wind farm being separated 
from the EIA for the grid connection 
For some reason this seems to have become the norm with developers. The developer of 
this site is also taking a similar decision. The developer is applying the EIA for the windfarm 
in planning under a section 36 of the electricity act (1989) and for the connection under a 
planning application via section 37 of the Electricity Act (1989). The 2 however are mutually 
connected as without the windfarm, there would be no need for the grid connection. This grid 
connection is still in doubt however as the developer is looking to connect into the new 
proposed Teviot Substation which has not received planning. SPEN have advised that Teviot 
Substation had limited resources for additional connection over and above the 3 windfarm 
developments that SPEN had identified in the region 

●​ Newcastleton/Borders (edf) 
●​ Teviot Head (Muirhall) 
●​ Woodland Ridge (Cubico - in pre scoping) 

 
NDCC request that the EIA for both the windfarm development and the grid 
connection be taken at the same time. 
 
Transport Route 
The developers have shared 3 suggested transport routes. At a recent public event at 
Hermitage Village Hall the developers acknowledged that their preferred route was the 
southern route via the B6357 from Canonbie through the village of Newcastleton over the 
Smithy Bridge and then proceed along the B6399 to an entrance to Hartsgarth. 
This route is not suitable for the transport of heavy and long loads for the Windfarm. More 
importantly the B6357 is the main route out of the village towards Carlisle and any disruption 
on this route would impact the residents to a massive extent. All the residents are fully aware 
of the debacle with Pines Burn windfarm and this development will have 11 more turbines to 
transport. This route is also a designated timber extraction route and any disruption to this 
route would have an impact on the timber extraction. 
Currently along this route there are 121 wires that cross the road from the junction of The A7 
at Canonbie to the proposed entrance at Hartsgarth 
These would all need major structural work to underground them along the route and 
assuming 2 days per overhead wire to underground them under the road this would result in 



242 working days (48 weeks) of disruption. There are also a number of bridges along the 
route, the narrowest at Underburnmouth at just 4.79 metres wide. These would need to be 
rebuilt to enable the wide heavy loads to get to the development. The roads are also not 
level with many tight turns. The Railway heritage centre at Whitrope purchased a carriage 
and this grounded out numerous times while using the same transport route. Add in the extra 
length and weight of the turbines and blades and the additional construction work would 
result in added inconvenience to residents. 
The houses in the village of Newcastleton are of old design, many with reduced foundations 
due to the date of the building of the village. Heavy loads being transported just a few yards 
away from these properties would have a dire effect. 
Again with 126 heavy movements (18 X 3 blades +18 X 3 tower sections + 18 Nacelles) this 
would result in additional traffic delays on the only major route from Newcastleton. Assuming 
the ability to transport 3 heavy movements a week this would take 42 weeks of movements. 
48 weeks of overhead line work along with 42 weeks of heavy movement transport not to 
mention the rebuilding of bridges and other road construction would lead to a reduction in 
tourism and residents being able to travel to work, school transport etc all of which would be 
impacted heavily. 
Unfortunately the route from the North is no better. 
There are also a number of windfarms that are looking to use some or all of the transport 
routes as set out by the developer. This would add additional impact on residents and as 
with the view points NDCC request that a cumulative impact is taken out of transport for all 
those developments within the region that are in Scoping or on the TEC register these being 

●​ Pines Burn 
●​ Cliffhope 
●​ Liddesdale (3 sites) 
●​ Windy Edge 
●​ Teviot 
●​ Millmoor 
●​ Mid Hill 
●​ Caple Rig, 

 
Due to the nature of the likely disruption NDCC sees the transport routes as non-workable. 
Should the developer proceed, NDCC would require the developer to take out a hefty 
insurance/bond to be able to compensate residents who suffer financial loss, as well as SBC 
who may be left with additional costs from the construction of new bridges and roadworks. 
Due to the long transport route and the disruption to flora and fauna to enable the transport 
route to be used NDCC request an Environmental Impact be conducted along the final 
determined route  
NDCC requests an insurance/bond be in place should the developers decide on either 
route to the windfarm along with a cumulative impact including all other 
developments within the region.  NDCC also requests an EIA be conducted along the 
transport route 
 
Ornithology 
It is surprising that the Ornithology report has not taken into account Golden Eagles. The 
South of Scotland Golden Eagle project has seen these birds successfully reestablish within 
the Scottish Borders and are seen regularly in Newcastleton. The fact that they are missing 



from the Ornithology report suggests that only birds seen at certain times when the impact 
report was being undertaken have been included. It is likely that the Golden Eagles will 
continue to be established in the Scottish Borders and these need to be included in any 
planning application.  
As is normal with developers Pesserines have been removed from any scoping in the 
application. There is an established collection of Marsh Tits in and around Priesthill. These 
are red flag birds and are extremely rare. As this location is approximately 4KM from the 
proposed development, NDCC requests that Pesserines be included in the ornithology 
report. 
NDCC requests that Golden Eagles and Pesserines are included in the ornithology 
report. 
 
Flooding 
Within the scoping report flooding only extends to flooding within the development site. This 
is not acceptable as the development sits within the catchment area of the river Liddle which 
runs through Newcastleton. Newcastleton has suffered 2 catastrophic floods within the last 
few years in February 2020 and again in February 2021. Any development within the 
catchment area of the river Liddle will have an impact on the levels of the river as peat (an 
exceptional water storer) is removed and replaced by concrete foundations resulting in 
reduced ability for the hillside to hold the water and slowly release, reducing the flooding risk 
to the village. The development, although on low peat levels, is extremely close to higher 
peat levels on the estate and there is a strong possibility that this peat is compromised 
during the building of the windfarm. At a recent public exhibition at Hermitage village hall it 
was advised that as there was other peatland restoration taking place by the landowners 
elsewhere on the estate then this would mitigate the potential effect from the windfarm. 
NDCC do not accept this as peatland restoration was raised by the new owners when they 
took over the estate in 2023 since which no peatland restoration has taken place.  
Peat slides are also a concern with the development close to some areas of level 1 peat and 
the possibility of peat slides impacting the hydrological system (Viking windfarm in Shetland 
as an example.) 
NDCC requests the developers to take measures to remove any risk of flooding not 
only to the site but also to the whole catchment area. 
 
 
Socio Economic Impact 
70% of visitors to Scotland, do so because of the views. [Scotland visitor survey 2023, Visit 
Scotland] Installing these turbines would detract from the current views. Although views 
cannot be protected in planning, the fact that such a high proportion of visitors advise views 
are important, then in this case views should be taken as important. 
Newcastleton also is one of the 7stanes mountain bike trails, and the proximity of these 
turbines would impact the users of the mountain bike trails. A similar decision has been 
made by Dumfries and Galloway council in relation to a proposed wind farm at Harestanes 
West (Developer - Scottish Power) and its proximity to the 7stanes track at Ae.  
Newcastleton has little industry or employment within its confines and therefore most 
residents seek employment out of the village. As already discussed the impact on 
improvements to the access route would be detrimental to many. 



Newcastleton sees a high amount of visitors helping to support local businesses. The 
development of this windfarm where all 18 turbines will be visible from the village will have a 
negative impact. 
 
 
Aviation Lighting 
Newcastleton sits within an area that although not designated as a Dark sky area, is in the 
process of building a reputation as a one, and sits just a few KM’s from the Kielder 
designated dark skies. Aviation lighting will inhibit this and will impact on all residents as it 
will be visible to all as all 18 turbines are visible from the village. 
 
 
Battery storage 
As mentioned in a previous section on flooding any hard impermeable surface located within 
the catchment area of the river Liddle, could result in increased run off, resulting in increased 
flood risk to Newcastleton.  
BESS requires a large amount of water used in cooling. During periods of dry environmental 
conditions water supply would be limited and there may not be the volume required to cool 
the batteries. 
BESS also comes with an increased fire risk especially in an area that has been left to 
re-wilding. Newcastleton does have a retained fire service and Hawick is also just a retained 
service. The nearest full time Fire station would be Carlisle in England some 30 miles away. 
Should there be a fire on site then the time taken for the fire service to attend would result in 
major damage. 
BESS also runs the risk of increased chemical leakage which would affect water supplies to 
local residents that use boreholes in the vicinity. 


