Fiona Nugent

From: Jim Lewis <jimlewis305@gmail.com>
Sent: 12 August 2025 10:48
To: Fiona Nugent; broughk@hotmail.co.uk; robc1.irwin@gmail.com;

kbandapshawkins@gmail.com; x4nder50@gmail.com;
shanelmitch@btinternet.com; s.oliver302@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Cross-Border Trail & Tourism Collaboration — Request for CC Support

To discuss under AOB tonight

Jim

Apologies for any spelling mistakes while responding on my mobile.

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Jim Lewis <jimlewis305@gmail.com>

Date: Wed, 6 Aug 2025 at 10:39

Subject: Re: Cross-Border Trail & Tourism Collaboration — Request for CC Support
To: Vicky Hawes <vicky.hawes@ndct.org.uk>

Cc: MacLennan, Alex <alex.maclennan@forestryengland.uk>

Dear Alex

Happy to make your acquaintance.

Itis important that both Newcastleton and Kielder work together on any joint ventures.

| presume the cross border route that is being discussed is the same as the purple route on the FLS
site?

https://forestryandland.gov.scot/visit/newcastleton

If not could you advise on the differences and if it is the same is it that the route is being more heavily
promoted?

One of the big issues that we have over here in Newcastleton is the length of time that routes are
closed in FLS land following natural events that have a knock on effect with cyclists visiting. Perhaps
you could advise on your counterpart for FLS and then it would seem prudent for us to arrange a
meeting (Virtual or in person) to make sure we are all driving in the same direction.

As to the points of waymarking in the village and adding a route map (if there is space) in Douglas
square | do not think this would cause any issue. With elected members at the our CC meeting next
week they may want some further information and investigate if there needs to be any planning
seeing as Douglas Square is the heart of the conservation area. | will give you feedback on any
concerns.

Regards

Jim Lewis
Chair Newcastleton & District CC



On Tue, 5 Aug 2025 at 10:19, Vicky Hawes <vicky.hawes@ndct.org.uk> wrote:

Hi Jim,
| hope you're well.

I'd like to introduce you to Alex MacLennan (copied into this email), who is the Senior Recreation
and Public Affairs Manager for Kielder Forest. Alex has worked closely with Newcastleton over many
years and shares our enthusiasm for strengthening the connection between our two communities.

Alex and | are keen to develop joint tourism initiatives between Kielder and Newcastleton, as both
destinations complement each other exceptionally well. While we’ve collaborated in the past, we
believe there’s much more we can do to maximise the benefits of this relationship.

One such opportunity is the newly developed Cross Border Cycle Trail, linking Kielder Forest with
7stanes Newcastleton. To help make the most of this route, we’d be grateful if the Community
Council could discuss the following at their meeting on Tuesday:

1. Feedback on the route:
Please take a look at the trail information here:
https://reivertrails.com/routes/crossborder-trail
We’d love to hear any feedback from the CC, and encourage the wider community to share
thoughts via Copshaw Community and The Clatter.

2. Approval to waymark the route through Newcastleton:
This will help ensure visitors are directed into the village to use our local services. There’s no
cost to us for this signage.

3. Approval to install a trail map panel in Douglas Square:
We propose using the existing information boards to highlight the trail and promote what
Kielder has to offer. Kielder will reciprocate with a similar panel at their end, encouraging
visitors to stop, stay, and explore both communities.

Beyond the trail, Kielder is actively supporting tourism in Newcastleton in other ways — including
promoting our bunkhouse, creating links with Team Cycles, and engaging with event organisers to

start or finish events here. Strengthening this partnership can only bring more footfall, visitors, and
opportunities for our local economy.

Thanks for bringing this to the Council, and please let us know if there’s anything further you need.

Vicky

Vicky Hawes, Operations Manager
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