MINUTES :FLOOD RISK GROUP MEETING 10/2/25

1. present:Lee, Vikki, Gillian, Dave, Nicol,John
Aplogies: Pauline

2. Minutes of meeting 18/11/24
Matters arising.
i) Wind Farm update.

Nothing to report. Community Council lead on Wind Farms to be determined
following current election process.

i) SEPA update.

a) N&DCT Headwater flow monitoring project
The trust have been meeting with SEPA to discuss, amongst other things, their
project with CENSIS. A productive meeting with the Trust project lead has taken
place in a spirit of information sharing, support and cooperation. The
N&DCT/CENSIS project is ongoing and in early development. Its aim is to allow
remote sensing of the Liddel and Hermitage headwaters. Strategically placed
telemetry equipment will enable ‘real-time’ monitoring of rainfall and water
depth.These data will be calibrated against river levels in Newcastleton.
The project objectives are twofold; firstly, allowing for better warnings of impending
High-Water Events in the village; secondly, to inform ‘ nature- based’ solutions to
slowing the headwater flow with the aim of extending, and thereby flattening, flood
curves and therefore alleviating potential flooding in the village. Both objectives are of
direct relevance to FRG.

b) N&DCT Charlie Syke project
N&DCT are working with SEPA and JBA consulting to review ways in which flood
flows in the Charlie Syke may be slowed.

c) Newcastleton High-Water Event Durations.
SEPA river level data were sampled across a 30- year period (1993 to 2023), to
identify any changes in the duration of High-Water Events (HWESs) in the village.
Three HWEs were chosen randomly(1995, 2004, 2020) each with peak water
reaching between 2.8m and 3.0m. The ‘duration’ being the time between the HWE
reaching 2.5m and then receding below 2.5m again.

Results

HWE Date and Peak Water (m) HWE Duration ( mins)
31/01/1995 (2.802) 330

01/02/2004 (2.929) 205

09/02/2020 (2.989) 315

Conclusions

From this sample, there is no evidence that there has been any change to HWE
duration over 30 years.

ACTION: Liaise with SBC on availability of topographic flood water data ( pre and
post ‘ bund’ installation).

ACTION: Liaise with SBC on availability of data measuring river water volumes and
flow rates during HWEs.
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Further work is required to determine the possibility of measuring at what flood water
height the ‘first house’ is flooded.This may provide a baseline to inform what volumes
of water are required to be ‘slowed’ in the headwaters during storm conditions to
alleviate potential flooding in the village.

ACTION: Liaise with other agencies to gather relevant information.

SEPA Flood Resilience information sharing Webinar 28/11/24.

The webinar was oversubscribed so there was no group attendance. A transcript has
been requested but to date has not been received; one may not have been created.
ACTION: Contact SEPA on availability of transcript/ findings from webinar.

iii)Riverbank Clearance

Still awaiting confirmation from SBC on attendance of ‘Tree Officer’ to assess
riverbank trees at risk of falling into the river during HWE.

ACTION: Liaise with SBC on attendance.

Discussions have taken place with Community Trust representative to determine
riverbank frontage owned by them on both west and East riverbanks.They are aware
of advice from SBC to cut back trees/ branches leaning into the river.

Following discussions it was agreed that we should identify other riverbank
landowners to inform our future deliberations and proposals.

ACTION: Liaise with SBC to determine if they have information on other landowners.
ACTION: Group members to assist in identifying landowners.

iv) Riverbank Erosion.

Awaiting more detailed response from SBC on solutions to severe erosion to the
west riverbank below the ‘Green Bridge’.

ACTION: Liaise with SBC on potential solution.

v) Riverbank Tree Planting.

It was earlier agreed, with SBC, that a ‘ forestry representative’ attend a future
meeting to discuss the impact of such planting including the effects of aforestation
and deforestation on river flow levels. Discussions to also include the degree of
interagency involvement and cooperation in planning considerations and the
cumulative effect of such schemes on river water levels.

ACTION:Liaise with SBC re. Attendance of appropriate representative.

vi) Flood Alleviation Measures, ‘Dog Field’.

SBC have considered appropriate flood prevention measures and their potential
impact. They are currently assessing topographic data and will make
recommendations when completed.

ACTION: Liaise with SBC on their findings.

vii) Issues from the Community Council meeting 12/11/24

Concerns were raised at the CC meeting by a resident of Langholm Street re.
Increased flood risk in consequence of deforestation, blocked drainage channels and
water flow from the Golf Course road. Following the attendance of SBC
representatives the drainage channels were subsequently cleared. A meeting has
taken place with community Trust representative regarding the Golf Course road and



the recommendations from SBC. The deforestation concern will be discussed with
the representative nominated to attend our future meeting.

Discussions have taken place with SBC on their current management, maintenance
and scheduling approach to drainage in Newcastleton. They have limited resources
and request that any identified problems be directed to them for consideration.
Following discussion on how best to bring this to the attention of the community it
was suggested that, initially, it be publicised in the “clatter”.

ACTION: Liaise with SBC on appropriate methods of raising concerns and suggested
“ clatter” item.

3. Photographic Flood History.

Mr and Mrs. F Elliot have shared their archive of flood photographs with FRG and
agreed for their use by FRG as relevant.

ACTION: Copy their data on the pen drive and return the archive with FRG’s thanks.

4. AOB

Date of next meeting 14/4/25
( meeting duration 1 hour 20 minutes)



