
 

On 22nd October 2024, 

Tweeddale Youth Action 

launched their new Food Punks 

training academy Project Pizza.  

Project Pizza was created to 

establish a pathway for young 

people to enter the work force 

by providing them with catering 

experience and skills needed to 

be successful in reaching a 

positive destination.  This is a 

fantastic example of innovative 

youth work for Peebles.  The 

Neighbourhood Support Fund 

provided £2,337.25 towards the 

cost of a graphic designer to 

create the fantastic graphics 

for the shop.  
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Supporting Communities in the Scottish Borders  

It has been a busy year for the SBC Communities and 

Partnerships Team. As well as some changes in staff 

members, we have been involved in a wide range of 

projects all across the Scottish Borders, helping 

communities with activities and the development of 

initiatives in their local areas. 

All About the Food  

SBC is currently in the lead up to developing a Scottish 

Borders regional food plan.  When the consultation findings 

of the Good Food Nation Act are published, SBC will have 

one year to prepare a plan. In 2024, our team has conducted 

two consultations on access to food and food poverty which 

will help inform the plan. We work alongside a network of 

community food partners and, via the Borders Food Forum, 

promote the development of community gardens. We’ve 

held regular Food Conversations where partners work 

together to achieve the aims of supporting communities 

experiencing food poverty, improving food access, and 

promoting physical and mental wellbeing for all Borders 

residents. We also held two “Let’s Talk About Food” events 

with our partners, Abundant Borders, where organisations 

were able to learn about the main aims of the Good Food 

Nation Act and how they could be achieved in the Borders. 



The Tweeddale Community 

Welfare Trust awarded 

£3,100 in November 2024 to 

support with the 

Peeblesshire Foodbank 

Winter Warm Boxes project. 

  

With the cost of living crisis 

still effecting so many, the 

Foodbank aims to provide 

boxes of items specifically 

chosen to help keep their 

most vulnerable clients 

warm over the winter 

months whilst reducing their 

fuel costs.   

 

Each box will contain a 

heated throw, fleece 

blanket/bedcover, insulated 

jug, candles and matches, 

hot water bottles and hot 

chocolate.  This is the 

second year of running the 

project and the Foodbank 

have confirmed that they 

have identified 50 individuals 

that will benefit from these 

boxes. 

 

Please find links below which 

will give details of food 

banks and other support 

available in Scottish Borders. 

 

Food Conversations  

 

Help with rising energy costs  

Challenge poverty week in 

October 2024 

We supported the Burnfoot 

Community Futures team to run 

a series of events in support of 

Challenge Poverty Week 2024, 

via funding from SBC’s 

Community Welfare Trust.  

Events included preparing for 

winter, with attendance from a 

number of community partners, 

offering information and 

support in the lead up to 

winter. There was also an 

afternoon tea and warm space, 

a gentle exercise and warm 

space event and a family fun 

event and warm space.  103 

people attended the events 

throughout the week. 

Caledonian Credit Union 

Our team has been involved in helping to promote the Caledonian Credit Union. The partnership with 

SBC means that the Credit Union will promote its ethical savings and affordable loans to everyone 

living or working within Scottish Borders. Anyone wishing to become a member can join for free 

online at  http://www.caledoniancu.co.uk/ or download the Mobile App. Or call 01506 436666 for 

more details. 

Bannerfield Christmas Event 

The Bannerfield and Beyond Christmas Parade and Information Marketplace took place at the 

Philiphaugh Community Centre on Monday 25th November 2024.  The event provided an opportunity for 

the community of Bannerfield and the surrounding areas to receive information from local partners 

such as Eildon Housing, NHS Borders, SBC Employability Services and Sustainable Selkirk.  Soup, 

sandwiches and hot drinks were provided as well as live music from Riddle Fiddles, a competition for 

the best Christmas Jumper and a chance to meet Santa!  The event was really well attended and even 

featured a special appearance from Mrs Claus aka our very own Cllr Thornton-Nicol! 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/37301773bafa4c7794f9dec60494f544
https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/benefits-grants/cost-living-crisis-support/2
http://www.caledoniancu.co.uk/


Community Conversations 

Community Conversations returned in 

2024.  Each conversation was hosted 

by Council Leader Euan Jardine and 

provided an opportunity for SBC to 

engage with local residents to gather 

their views on how Council resources 

and budgets should be prioritised. Our 

team helped to organise the 

Conversations across the Borders 

during autumn. Presentations were 

given at each event, highlighting the 

Council Plan and how this affects 

communities. The events also offered 

the chance to speak to the CEO, 

Council Leader, and other senior 

officers about issues affecting them 

and their communities.  

Community Conversations also 

provided an opportunity for young 

people to engage directly in 

discussions about how public funds 

are allocated and spent. By involving 

young people in these discussions, we 

can make more informed decisions 

that better meet the needs of the 

younger generation, fostering a sense 

of responsibility, civic engagement, 

and empowerment. Sessions were held in 

Eyemouth High School and Galashiels 

Academy and were supported by Active 

Communities the Youth Engagement 

Team, and the Community Learning and 

Development Team. During the 

Conversations young people were 

encouraged and supported through the 

SBC 'Youth Engagement Listen to Learn 

(YELL) Strategy' to voice their 

Place Making 

We have been working alongside communities throughout the Borders, 

supporting towns and villages with the creations of Local Place Plans. This 

involves the participation of local communities in the planning and formulation 

of action plans which address their needs and help them realise the full 

potential for their communities. There has been a positive response from 

communities interested in creating a place plan.  Hawick is the first area in the 

Scottish Borders to have registered their Hawick Place Plan, with the validation 

and registrations being finalised in November 2024. We expect several groups to  

completed their place plan over the next few months.  There are also several 

groups at the start of the process and we look forward to seeing these plans 

develop next year.  It has been inspiring to see volunteers from across the 

region,  giving up their time to undertake placemaking initiatives in their area. 

Duns 

Keeping Duns Blooming 

Marvelous, in collaboration with 

a Heart For Duns have 

successfully created a group of 

volunteers who love where they 

live and donate their time to 

help keep the town beautiful 

and vibrant. This year we were 

happy to help them with a fund 

of £493 from the community 

enhancement trust towards 

their project of beautifying the 

market square. 

opinions on how council 

spending could be used in 

areas like education, public 

services, transport, 

employment and training, 

parks and green spaces, and 

youth programs. The YELL 

strategy has been co-produced 

with young people local to the 

Scottish Borders and supported 

by professionals working within 

the Children and Young 

People’s Planning Partnership. 

(CYPPP). 



Play Park Upgrades 

There are several play area 

refurbishments being funded 

as part of the Capital 

Programme for Play Areas 

and Community Outdoor 

Spaces, supported by Scottish 

Government funding.  The 

programme will see an 

investment of over £4million 

up to 2029, to enhance 

facilities for current and 

future generations. 

 

The C&P team have been 

supporting community 

engagement as part of the 

recent play park upgrades.  

Feedback from the 

community has been used to 

inform the newly upgraded 

play parks designs.   

 

In September, the C&P team 

organised an official opening 

event to mark the 

completion of Sleepy Valley 

play area in Burnfoot.  The 

facility was opened, 

following over £220,000 of 

investment in new 

equipment.  The local 

community, including 

children from Burnfoot 

Community School, local 

community groups, local 

councillors and 

our representatives, 

gathered together to mark 

the occasion. 

 

 

 

 

Neighbourhood Support Fund 

The Communities and Partnerships Team administer the Neighbourhood Support Fund. Funding 

recommendations are made by Assessment Panels who are made up of members of their respective 

communities. In 2024, 40 community groups have been supported across the 5 localities with over 50% 

of the total funds awarded, amounting to a total of £132,466.37. 

The new Expression of Interest (EOI) process for 2024/25 has seen a total of 72 enquiries for funding. 

The EOI process covers a number of funding streams including, “No-one Left Behind”, Shared 

Prosperity Fund and the Community Led Local Development (CLLD) Fund. 63 enquiries have led to 

successful funding applications to a total value of £4,412,212, with a further nine applications 

currently going through the application process. 



Community Benefits  

The Community Benefits 

Wishlist is a collaborative 

effort between ourselves 

and businesses supplying 

the Council with goods, 

works or services. The 

Wishlist is designed to 

help address the needs of 

the Scottish Borders by 

enabling community groups to submit their project ideas to 

contracted suppliers, providing the latter with opportunities to 

support the project through the provision of resources. There 

have been a number of donations to community groups made 

over the last year, with the most recent donation being a 

pallet of soap donated to local food banks by Unico.     

To learn more about Community Benefits and to sign up to the 

wishlist, please follow this link  Community Benefits 

Wishlist.  There have been a number of donations to 

community groups made over the last year, with the most 

recent donation being a pallet of soap donated to local food 

banks by Unico.   

 

Community Planning 

Partnership 

 

Community planning is the process 

by which we, and other public 

bodies work with local 

communities, businesses and 

community groups to plan and 

deliver better services and 

improve the lives of people who 

live in Scotland. The Community 

Planning Partnership meets 

regularly to take this important 

work forwards. As part of this, a 

Community Plan has been formed 

with the key themes of: Poverty; 

Learning, Skills and Economy; 

Good Health and Wellbeing; and 

Place, Community and 

Connectivity. Three up-to-date 

Locality Plans will soon be 

published for the communities of 

Burnfoot, Bannerfield and 

Langlee.  

Creating Hope Awards in the Scottish Borders 
 

Our team continue to support the work of the Mental Health Improvement 

& Suicide Prevention (MHISP) Action Plan 2022-2025. The plan was created 

by the MHISP Steering Group with a key theme focusing on the word 

‘hope’.  After successful engagement with partners and those with lived 

experience, the Creating Hope Awards were founded. The awards are a 

training scheme that enable organisations and community groups to 

demonstrate their commitment to good mental health.  The Community 

Engagement Officers have completed the awards and have made the 

pledge to offer signposting, time, space, and compassion to anyone 

suffering with suicidal thoughts and poor mental health. 

https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/community-grants-funding/community-benefits
https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/community-grants-funding/community-benefits


Community asset transfer of 

Old Station Building in 

Peebles 

Ownership of the iconic C- 

listed Old Station Building in 

Peebles is to be transferred 

to Peebles Community Trust. 

The North British Railway 

former goods office was 

constructed in the early 20th 

century. Adjoining it is an 

older brick built weigh 

office. Throughout the years 

the building has been used 

for several purposes, 

originally as part of the 

railway, and after that the 

local coal merchant’s office. 

It has been a focal point for 

the town for decades and 

returning the building back 

to its former glory will 

undoubtedly be a positive for 

the local area. It is a building 

that you may have walked 

past without noticing. If it 

doesn’t look familiar, have 

another look next time you 

are in the main car park in 

Peebles – just next to the 

entrance to Sainsbury’s. 

Asset transfer is part of the 

Community Empowerment 

(Scotland) Act 2015 and gives 

community organisations the 

right to request to lease or 

purchase buildings from 

public authorities such as 

Scottish Borders Council.   

More information about asset 

transfer is available on the 

SBC website or by contacting 

the our team.  

 

 

5G Innovation Region Project for 

Tweedsmuir 

The Scottish Borders was part of a 

consortium bid to the 5G 

Innovation Region funding as part 

of the Borderlands Digital 

Programme. £3.8 million was 

awarded as a demonstrator 

project for five highlighted areas 

with Tweedsmuir being one of the 

five.  In partnership with 

Destination Tweed and the 

community of Tweedsmuir, the 

project deliver easier and more 

reliable internet, the ability to 

adapt technology for specific uses 

and environmental monitoring. 

New Peebles High School 

Following completion of the enabling works, 

construction of the new Peebles High School building 

began in October 2023.  The new school aims to 

deliver transformational benefits to the children and 

young people using it, as well as to the wider 

community. BAM Construction have been supported 

in their engagement with pupils of the existing school 

and have provided site visits, learning opportunities, 

work experience and community newsletters.  

The new school is starting to take shape and is due 

for completion in October 2025!  

https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/strategies-plans-policies/asset-transfer
mailto:communityengagement@scotborders.gov.uk

