Minutes: FLOOD RISK GROUP MEETING 18/11/24

1.

Present: Vikki, Gillian, Dave, John.
Apologies: Lee, Pauline, Diane, Nicol

Minutes of meeting 2/9/24
Matters arising

i) Wind Farm update.
Nothing to report at this time.
ACTION: Confirm identity of Community Council “ lead” on wind farms.

i) SEPA update.

Historic data over the last 30 years has been developed and shared with SEPA and
SBC for comment. Initial findings that there has been no significant variation in flood
duration over that period were discussed and it was agreed to seek further
topographic modelling data from SBC showing flood risk at differing high water
levels. An invitation from SEPA to attend an online information sharing event on
28/11 has been received and it was agreed group representative to attend and report
back.

ACTION: Ask SBC to provide the additional topographic modelling.

iii) Riverbank clearance.

Discussions are ongoing with SBC to arrange attendance of “ Tree Officer” to risk
assess trees adjacent to the riverbank in danger of falling into the river during a high
water event and lodging against the central buttress of Holm Bridge. Duncan has
been researching ownership of the Eastern riverbank.

ACTION: Liaise with SBC regarding attendance of Tree Officer. Contact Community
Trust to determine if they own any of the East riverbank.

iv) Riverbank erosion.

The west riverbank South of the “ Green Bridge” has been severely eroded and SBC
are developing a ‘hybrid’ solution to reinstate the riverbank.

ACTION: Seek further detail and projected timescales from SBC.

v) Riverbank Tree planting.

Discussions have taken place with SBC concerning the impact of such planting and
the attendance of a ‘ forestry rep.” at a future meeting has been agreed. We have
been asked to provide details of the areas for discussion and it was agreed that they
should include the impact of aforestation and deforestation on river flow levels,
riverside tree planting and the degree of interagency involvement and cooperation in
forestry planning considerations.

ACTION: Forward detail of issues to be discussed to SBC and determine timing of
forestry rep attendance.



vi) flood Alleviation measures “ Dog field”

The proposed sandbagging at the corner of the dog field adjacent to Toll Bar cottage
has been subject to evaluation by SBC. An objection has been made to SBC
concerning the use of sandbags so a historic topographic assessment is now being
conducted for the area affected to see if reinstatement work is required.

ACTION: Liaise with SBC on flood alleviation proposals.

Community Council meeting 12/11/24

An email has been forwarded from the Community council sent by the occupant of a
house in Langholm street expressing concern of increased flood risk in consequence
of deforestation, blocked drainage channel and increased water flow from the golf
course road. It was agreed that the deforestation issue be raised with SBC as an
example for discussion with the forestry rep. The blocked drainage channel has been
raised with SBC and may be indicative of a wider area of concern about the
management of drainage channels. Historic data fromSEPA stresses the impact of
surface water flooding and effective drainage clearance is required.

ACTION:Liaise with SBC re. Deforestation example. Seek confirmation of a planned
management, maintenance and scheduling approach to drainage clearing by SBC.
Contact Community Trust re. Golf course road drainage considerations.

Date of next meeting: Monday 27/1/25
( meeting duration 1 hour 15 minutes)



