
Newcastleton and District Community Council 
Minutes 

August 13th, 2024 
Newcastleton Village Hall 1900 

  
  

  
1. Welcome, Apologies & Introductions 

Present: Jim Lewis, Barbara Elborn, Rob Irwin, Barry Hawkin, Keith Brough, 
Shane Mitchinson, Chris Ruddock   
Co-opted members: Connell, Xander Hutchison, Fiona Nugent.  
Apologies: Cllrs Jane Cox, Watson Mcateer and Annette Smart. 
 Guest: Paul Frankland, Engineering Manager SBC 

 
a) Declarations of Interest BE advised declaration of interest on agenda point 

6e. 
  

2) Police Report (if provided in time).  
a) Hawick & Hermitage June available/review online, PC Patterson not 

present, July not received.   
b) Speeding Vehicles & Wood Wagons: KB advised between  11/6 and 13/8 

he received 25 speeding reports.  11 of these were liveried vehicle 
complaints.  He has requested a breakdown and overview from Police 
Scotland on these vehicles.  Timer lorries also still speeding, mainly from 
the North of the village until the 20mph sign flashes, then they seem to 
slow down.  CCTV is used to assist police with such as missing persons or 
stolen items such as the recent thefts of quad bikes.  The village was to 
have new speed awareness signs, but they had not appeared; ACTION BE 
to chase 

  
3) Minutes of meeting June 24: Agreed by all; proposed by RI seconded BH. 

  
4) Flood Group report  

Vicky updated CC.  
I person had completed the consultation, but this was not downloaded and could 
not be shared with the group.  JL requested a draft in advance to be shared for CC 
comments to be included for future reporting. 
Tollbar Cottage flooding: the field opposite had been sold to a couple currently 
living at Riverside chalet park who have expressed an interest in building a house 
there.  A bund was felt necessary to mitigate flooding of Tollbar Cottage and this 
would need to be built within the field perimeter.  
Riverside inspection: Shortsike has a debris dam which needs to be cleared to 
mitigate risk.   

5) Matters arising:  
a) Bus timetable update: still in consultation with Telfords. ACTION CC 

chasing 
b) Footpath to North of Village.  Paul Frankland advised he had walked the 

route discussed and noted the following points, he also advised there was 



no money at this time to install a footpath. On the west side,  he noted 
sloping grass verges, hedges and mature trees.  Building up the slope to 
provide a flat path required additional work that would impact on the 
hedges and adjacent land.  On the East side of the road, he noted hedges, 
trees  as before and BT ducting under the verge which could be impacted 
by works.  In conclusion, the path would run some 350 metres from the 
auction mart and would cost circa £200k. 
BE asked is the path considered a statutory obligation or can the 
community fund under active travel.  Deborah Hodgkinson is the SBC 
active travel lead 
ACTION POINT JL to liaise with DH and report back to CC 

 
c) Holm Bridge upgrade status.  Resolved 
d) Ettleton & Castleton Cemetery paths and roadway status. SBC are in 

discussion with the landowner to put a path in. Ongoing.  MOP mentioned 
the poor state of the cemetery with headstones falling over etc.  MOP is 
providing a book of examples. 

e) Bins & Dog Fouling. Bins now all accounted for and in the correct place.  
BE stated that they needed to be by the road to enable SBC to easily 
empty so one along the north river path is not practicable.   
FN advised of dismay at recent increase in poo left in situ along the river 
paths and the perceived lack of posters compared to 2 years ago when 
she first came to live here.  MOP  sees this as a resident’s issue and not 
one created by tourists.  Since the bund has been installed, it has been 
noticed some people walk along the road and let their dogs run free on the 
grass.  It is also noted that Newcastleton Community Trust pay to  have 
someone strimming along the north riverside path a couple of times during 
the summer who is then directly impacted by left behind poo! 
Minutes have been checked back for any previous actions taken; January 
2022 an action was taken to contact the dog warden for action and advice 
but no follow up was minuted.  SBC website has downloadable posters. 
ACTION CC to produce more posters for distribution and will contact the 
dog warden 

f) Unpaid work within the Community update. The Whithaugh bridge was not 
cleaned as they couldn’t get a pressure washer near!  

g) Lynx Project.  Connell attended an open day. The plan is to release 30 
Lynx over a 10 year period in Kielder Forest starting 2026.  The animals 
will be collared but not fenced in.  At the moment this is a feasibility study 
with the probability of it not being feasible. Resolved at the moment but will 
be put back on the agenda if there are any further updates. 

h) Whithaugh Bridge. Repairs are ongoing 
  

6) Planning:  
Wind farm Planning updates: BE advised Windy Edge, Hermitage 
feedback on consultation, papers on web site. Muirhall Wind farm – CC 
roundtable has been moved back to September.  The letter to David 
Robertson CEO SBC was approved by all. 
Permitted Development in Conservation Areas.  Still no guidance from 
SBC, ongoing 



24/00906/FUL Extension/alterations to11 Whitchester Lane, Newcastleton 
CC no issues 
24/00936/FUL Change use self-catering accommodation to residential, 13  
Douglas Square. CC no issues 
  

7) Consultations/correspondence  
a) Review of non-financial support to community councils – SBC CC Network 

consultation.  Response has been submitted  
b) Letter of support Rock UK Cycling event, Douglas Square usage. JL 

advised permission request with SBC & Police Scotland 
c) Letter of support Derek Ramage Pavilion, change of use. All happy with 

response   
d) Community meeting Buccleuch Centre Langholm,7pm Wed 14th August to 

hear concerns regarding proposed planting at Warblaw, south of 
Langholm. BE will attend the meeting and report back. 

e) Issue 8: Explore Scotland.  This is a digital magazine on the internet and 
not CC business. 
  

8) Public forum/Community issues  
The state of the grass verge along the side of North Liddle St by the river.  SBC 

used to cut this and keep the Butterbur and brambles down.  The fencing is also in a 
poor state with some posts rotted away, allowing the safety cable to become slack.  
FN had spoken to the person who cuts it normally and was told the verge had become 
rutted by vehicle wheels, so his large cutter doesn’t run down the verge properly,  
becoming tangled in the fencing. 

The grass cutting in Douglas square was also mentioned as being of a very poor 
quality.  
Where does the CCTV look along the riverside?  It looks at the river and the show site 
but only once the leaves are off the trees.  This allows the resilience team to watch the 
river for floods 
Untaxed vehicles discussed again.  As per the minutes June CC meeting, Police 
Scotland  advised SORN and tax is a matter for DVLA.  
Railway progress raised. With the change of political landscape this is unknown.  
Budget was assigned to undertake a feasibility study.  This is still expected to be 
actioned but awaits confirmation 

 
9) There being no further business the meeting closed at 2100 
10) Date of next meeting: September 10th at 1900 to be preceded by the AGM at 

1830  


